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S a t u r d a y  N o v .  2
R a i d e n  T a i k o  a n d  P e r f e c t  D a y s

S u n d a y  N o v .  3
T a m p o p o  a n d  T h e  Z e n  D i a r y

S u n d a y  N o v .  1 0
T o k y o  D r i f t e r  a n d  F i r s t  L o v e

S a t u r d a y  N o v .  1 6
S u m m e r  D a y s  W i t h  C o o  a n d  D e m o n  S l a y e r

S u n d a y  N o v .  1 7
Y a m a b i k o  T a i k o  a n d  E v i l  D o e s  N o t  E x i s t

$ 1 0  p e r  d a y  o r  $ 4 0  F e s t i v a l  P a s s
T i c k e t s  o n l i n e  o r  a t  t h e  t h e a t r e

D o o r s  o p e n  a t  1 : 3 0
P r o g r a m  s t a r t s  a t  2 : 0 0

T h e  T o w n e  T h e a t r e
2 9 1 0  3 0 t h  A v e ,  V e r n o n

I n s t a g r a m  @ V J . F I L M F E S T
F a c e B o o k :  V e r n o n  J a p a n e s e  F i l m  F e s t

     T h e  V e r n o n  J a p a n e s e  F i l m  F e s t i v a l  
g r a t e f u l l y  a c k n o w l e d g e s  s u p p o r t  f r o m  t h e  

J a p a n e s e  C a n a d i a n  L e g a c i e s  S o c i e t y

A  J a p a n e s e  c u l t u r a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w a s  f i r s t
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  1 9 3 0 s  i n  t h e  B e l l a  V i s t a
a r e a ,  w h e n  J a p a n e s e  i m m i g r a n t s  e s t a b l i s h e d
f a r m s  i n  V e r n o n .  T h e  m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  V J C S  i s
t o  f o s t e r  f e l l o w s h i p  a m o n g s t  m e m b e r s ,
a s s i s t  i n  c o m m u n i t y  a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  t h e
b e n e f i t  a n d  w e l f a r e  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y ,  a n d
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  f u r t h e r a n c e  o f  J a p a n e s e
h e r i t a g e  t h r o u g h  c u l t u r a l ,  e d u c a t i o n a l ,
a r t i s t i c  a n d  s p o r t i n g  a c t i v i t i e s .  C u r r e n t l y ,
t h e  J a p a n e s e  C u l t u r a l  C e n t r e  h o s t s  t h e
F u j i n k a i  ( V e r n o n  J a p a n e s e  W o m e n ’ s
A u x i l i a r y ) ,  J u d o  C l u b ,  T a i k o  g r o u p ,  B u d d h i s t
T e m p l e  a n d  t h e  V e r n o n  J a p a n e s e  S c h o o l .

VERNON
JAPANESE
CULTURAL
SOCIETY
(VJCS)

B e f o r e ,  d u r i n g  a n d  a f t e r  W o r l d  W a r  I I ,  2 2 , 0 0 0
J a p a n e s e  C a n a d i a n s  l i v i n g  i n  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a
w e r e  f o r c i b l y  u p r o o t e d ,  p e r m a n e n t l y  s t r i p p e d
o f  t h e i r  h o m e s ,  b u s i n e s s e s ,  a n d  b e l o n g i n g s ,
a n d  r e l o c a t e d  t o  i n t e r n m e n t  c a m p s  o u t s i d e
t h e  c o a s t a l  B C  a r e a .  M o s t  w e r e  b o r n  i n
C a n a d a .  O v e r n i g h t ,  l i v e s  w e r e  s h a t t e r e d  a n d
e n t i r e  c o m m u n i t i e s  e r a d i c a t e d .  J a p a n e s e
C a n a d i a n s  t r u s t e d  t h e y  w o u l d  o n e  d a y  r e t u r n
t o  t h e i r  h o m e s .  I n s t e a d ,  t h e i r  p r o p e r t i e s  a n d
p o s s e s s i o n s  w e r e  s o l d  w i t h o u t  t h e i r  c o n s e n t .
A f t e r  t h e  w a r  e n d e d  i n  1 9 4 5 ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f
J a p a n e s e  C a n a d i a n s  w e r e  p r e v e n t e d  f r o m
r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  c o a s t .  T h e y  w e r e  o r d e r e d  t o
e i t h e r  m o v e  e a s t  o f  t h e  R o c k i e s  o r  t o  w a r -
t o r n  J a p a n .  W h e n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  w a s  a l l o w e d
t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  c o a s t  i n  1 9 4 9 ,  i t  h a d  n o t h i n g
t o  r e t u r n  t o .  T h e  h i s t o r y  o f  w h a t  h a p p e n e d  t o
J a p a n e s e  C a n a d i a n  c o m m u n i t i e s  i n  B C  i s  s t i l l
r e l a t i v e l y  u n k n o w n .  I n  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h i s
l o s s  o f  i d e n t i t y ,  t h e  J a p a n e s e  C a n a d i a n
L e g a c i e s  S o c i e t y  h a s  c r e a t e d  t h e  C o m m u n i t y
F u n d .  T h i s  f u n d  s e e k s  t o  s u p p o r t  c o m m u n i t y -
l e d  p r o j e c t s  t h a t  p r o m o t e  J a p a n e s e  o r
J a p a n e s e  C a n a d i a n  c u l t u r e  o r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s
f o r  J a p a n e s e  C a n a d i a n s  t o  c o n n e c t  w i t h  e a c h
o t h e r  a n d / o r  t h e i r  c u l t u r e  o r  i d e n t i t y .
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S a t u r d a y  N o v e m b e r  2 n d  -  O p e n i n g  D a y

A treat for both the eyes and the ears, this remarkable
Japan-Germany coproduction follows the quiet but
profoundly meaningful daily life of Hirayama, a Tokyo
public toilet cleaner. Lead actor Yakusho Kōji
received the Best Actor Award at Cannes for his
outstanding performance, and the film was
nominated for Best International Feature at the
Academy Awards. 
The evening will start with a joint performance by
Raiden Taiko of Kamloops, and the Vernon Taiko
Group.  Bonus! Enjoy a live performance of classical
Japanese Gagaku music!

S u n d a y  N o v e m b e r  3 r d  -  F o o d  T h e m e

S u n d a y  N o v e m b e r  1 0 t h  -  Y a k u z a  T h e m e

A young boxer and a prostitute unwittingly get caught
up in a yakuza crime group’s drug smuggling operation.
Indiewire describes this film by Miike, a frequent
collaborator with Quentin Tarantino, a “violently
hilarious Yakuza romp.”  Bonus! Learn about the
connection between Japanese tattoo and the yakuza.

A classic yakuza film with an avant-garde spin delivered
by a director recognized for his over-the-top approach
to film-making. A former gang member gets unwillingly
drawn back into yakuza turf wars and is forced to roam
Japan in order to stay alive.

S a t u r d a y  N o v e m b e r  1 6 t h  -  A n i m e  T h e m e

The most recent release in this exciting anime series.
Teenage demon-slayer-in-training Kamado Tanjiro
continues to seek vengeance for the massacre of his
family, and to save his sister Nezuko from a tragic fate
after being turned into a demon. Come dressed up as
your favourite anime character and enjoy origami! 

A delightful anime about a young boy who discovers
and befriends a kappa river sprite named Coo. The film
touches on issues like bullying and obsessive fandom
in a way that kids will relate to. Bonus! Paul Bryden, film
subtitler, will talk about his role in the production.

S u n d a y  N o v e m b e r  1 7 t h  -  C l o s i n g  D a y

A big-city corporation attempts to develop a
glamping operation near a quiet mountain village,
but the residents resist because of the
environmental damage that will result. The
corporation tries to buy the cooperation and
influence of a widowed local woodsman who is
raising his daughter in harmony with the natural
environment. From the director of the Academy
Award winning film, Drive My Car.
The film festival concludes this afternoon with a
performance by Vernon Taiko and Yamabiko Taiko
of Kelowna.

A quieter look at traditional food culture as practiced by a
reclusive writer who lives in the mountains following the
rhythms of the seasons. His life is punctuated by visits from
his editor/lover who loves to eat his culinary creations, but a
life-changing event leads him to contemplate his future.

Laugh out loud at the exploits of an eclectic group of ramen
afficionados as they work together to create the ultimate
ramen shop in this Japanese “spaghetti” Western. Other
food-oriented side stories interweave with the main plot,
resulting in a sharp and funny satire that both celebrates
and critiques Japanese food culture.

P e r f e c t  D a y s  ( 2 0 2 3 )  D i r .  W i m  W e n d e r s

T a m p o p o  ( 1 9 8 6 )   D i r .  I t a m i  J ū z ō

T h e  Z e n  D i a r y  ( 2 0 2 2 )    D i r .  N a k a e  Y ū j i

T o k y o  D r i f t e r  ( 1 9 6 6 )  D i r .  S u z u k i  S e i j u n

F i r s t  L o v e  ( 2 0 1 9 )  D i r .  M i i k e  T a k a s h i

S u m m e r  D a y s  w i t h  C o o  ( 2 0 0 7 )  D i r .  H a r a  K e i i c h i

D e m o n  S l a y e r : H a s h i r a  ( 2 0 2 4 )  D i r .  S o t o z a k i  H a r u o

E v i l  D o e s  N o t  E x i s t  ( 2 0 2 3 )  D i r .  H a m a g u c h i  R y ū s u k e
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